KENT COUNTY COUNCIL —-RECORD OF DECISION

DECISION TAKEN BY: DECISION NO:

Roger Gough, 14/00123
Cabinet Member for Education and Health Reform

| For publication

Subject: Proposal to increase the designated numbers of St Nicholas’ (Community Special)
School, Canterbury

Decision:

As Cabinet Member for Education and Health Reform I agree to:

(i) Issue a public notice to increase the designated number of St Nicholas’ School from 144 to
200.

And, subject to no objections being received to the public notice
(i)  increase the designated number of the school from 144 to 200.
Should any objections, not already considered by the Cabinet Member when taking this decision, be

received during the notice period, a separate decision will be required in order to continue the
proposals and allow for proper consideration of the points raised.

Reason(s) for decision:

1.1 In May 2012, KCC Education Cabinet Committee agreed to the development of a Strategy for
Special Educational Needs and Disability for the children and young people of Kent.

1.2  The one the central aims of the strategy is to support every child and young person in Kent to
achieve their full life potential, whatever their background. An important aspect of this is to
develop a well-planned continuum of provision that meets the needs of children and young
people with the most complex special educational needs and disabilities (SEND). We therefore
are reviewing and developing the capacity of special schools to serve their locality — defining
their offer and building in capacity to respond to future need.

1.3 Overtime, in order to meet our responsibilities a number of our special schools have been
asked to admit additional pupils. In some cases this has led the schools involved to exceed their
designated numbers to the extent that we now need to complete a statutory consultation
process to permanently increase the designated numbers and regularise the situation. These
proposals will help to secure our ambition, “to ensure every child can go to a good school where
they make good progress and to support vulnerable pupils, including pupils with special
education needs and disabilities, so that they achieve well and make good progress”,

1.4  The Special Educational Needs section of the Kent Commissioning Plan 2013-2018 relating to
the future provision for children with special educational needs will be updated in line with the
development of Kent's Strategy for SEN and Disability. The overarching aim of the strategy is to
improve the health, well-being, attainment and progress, and quality of provision for children and
young people with SEN. An important aspect of this is to review the future capacity of specialist
SEN provision within special schools and within the mainstream sector.

1.5 Inreaching this decision | have taken into account:
1. the views put in writing in response to the consultation;




2. the views of the District Councils, the local County Councillor; Governing Body of the school,
the parents and staff
3. the Equalities Impact Assessment and comments received regarding this; and
4. the views of the Education Cabinet Committee which are set out below
Financial Implications:
There are no financial implications attached to these proposals as they are about updating the
designated numbers to match the number of children that the schools currently provide for.

Cabinet Committee recommendations and other consultation:

14 March 2014: The Education Cabinet Committee recommended to the Cabinet Member for
Education & Health Reform that a consultation take place on the proposal to increase the designated
numbers of St Nicholas' (Community Special) School, Canterbury

Any alternatives considered:

This proposal will regulate the designated numbers of the schools and allow the local authority to
continue to meet its responsibilities with regard to providing sufficient places for pupils for whom an
appropriate placement is at a special school.

Any interest declared when the decision was taken and any dispensation granted by the Proper
Officer:
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